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EDITOR'S LETTER. 


When October comes around, it’s usually the 
time to search for the right costume and the perfect 
pumpkin. But what | love about this particular 
October is that | have the whole month to make my 
final decision about the candidates running for 
president and the issues that really concern me. | 
would love for every citizen to be granted the same 
rights. In my world, gay people would be allowed to 
get married and an education would be accessible 
to all who had the desire to succeed. It is not my 
world. We live in a country where people, under 
certain parameters, have the right to vote and 
exercise freedom of expression. 

What is freedom of expression and do people take that right for granted? | 
really began to wonder about all of this when | was sitting in one of my communications 
classes. Our professor asked us to raise our hands if we planned to vote in this year’s 
Presidential Election. 10 people or so raised their hands. Maybe it was too early for 
some students to gather enough energy to lift their arm in response. But then she asked 
those who did not raise their hands to explain their reasons for not voting. Their answers 
made me laugh. | heard one guy say that both Kerry and Bush were boring. He said that 
neither of them were cool like Clinton. Since when did cheating on your wife and having 
the whole world talk about it become cool? 

One girl said that she just didn’t have enough time to care. She said she was too 
busy with school, work and other things — voting was the last thing on her mind. If bombs 
were blowing up behind her she would have enough to time care. 

The last person to admit that they weren’t going to vote did make some sense. He 
called it, “the choice between the lesser of two evils.” He had a point. Both candidates 
are too busy bashing each other. 

| am not saying that either candidate is right or wrong. What | am saying is that it is 
up to you, as a citizen — for those who are — to educate yourself and find out about the 
candidates and their party platforms. Enable yourself to make a decision on Election 
Day. In this issue, we’ve decided to help you do exactly that. Want to learn how to 
register online or which candidate stands for what? Check out “Vote dot com” (page 4). 
If punk music is more your style, don’t miss our interview with Erik Sandin of NOFX on 
page 7. We certainly didn’t leave out those who are sick and tired of hearing about the 
elections. Is getting decked out for Halloween what you’re looking forward to at the end 
of the month? Then “Let there be lips!” (page 10) will give you a behind-the-scenes look 
at “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” — where Halloween is every Saturday night. 
Remember to check out the reviews, Dig Underground and our calendar. 

And just when you thought we were done with candidates, CSULB’s very own A.S.1. 
President Mike Johnson is profiled in this month’s Dig Prospects (page 15). Enough 
said. Vote! 
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ig Julie Guevara, editor in chief 
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Whe amendment was: 


he 26th amendment has empow 

ered millions under the age of 21 with 

__ the ability to vote, yet, according to 

e U.S. Census Bureau, the youth vote has 

een on the decline since this right was 

granted. More than 50 percent of the eligible 

18- to 24-year-olds voted in 1972 —the year 

__ after the amendment was passed. In the 

_ presidential election of 2000, the outcome 
of youth votes dropped to 32 percent. 

__ Why would nearly 70 percent of the 


___ eligible voters in this age group not exercise 


a right that previous generations fought so 


< America has ooewome 
1870. Sn bo (he 
2f to (8. : 


later ratified ie 
Amendment lowered the poting age. from 


ing bullets. Others have realized that the 
depreciation of activism and youth involve- 
ment is negatively affecting our voting sys- 
tem. The youth that doesn’t vote cancels out 
those who do. 

Chris Kilby, asophomore here at CSULB, 
thinks it is important for young people to be 
active. He believes their votes are being 
lost. “For every time we don’t vote, it’s like a 
person voting gets to vote twice; once for 
themselves and once for us,” Kilby says. 

Harvard University’s Institute of Politics 
also recognizes the decline of youth voting 
by categorizing 18- to 24-year-olds as one 
of the major “swing vote” groups of the 2004 
elections. 

The “swing vote” group is often ignored 
by politicians who feel that focusing cam- 
paign funds on groups with low voter turn- 
outs is a waste of money. 

Butcertain individuals, along with emerg- 
ing groups and organizations, are working 
hard to see that the young people get out 


th there, vote and become recognized by poli- 


_ ticians. These groups encourage young 


adults to listen to the issues that affect them 


| now and in the future. Issues such as jobs 


and the economy, the war, healthcare and 


was astablahed moe than 


ooting limitations. 


tt Sp a 
uale, they 


EH 


‘ 


ge students dowt 
sac ny to 
avenl ii 


/, = issues’ av [SSUL. 


college tuition increases are concerns of many 
young people. As Samantha, coordinator of 
San Diego’s Rock the Vote campaign says, ‘If 
college students don’t vote, they aren't going 
to make these issues an issue.” 


Campaign groups such as Rock the 


Vote, PunkVoter.com, the Hip-Hop Sum- 
mit Action Network, Declare Yourself and 
even CSULB’s Associated Students Inc. 


have spent countless hours encouraging 


young people to get active, educate them- 
selves and exercise their right to v 

In August, A.S.I. launched a 
istration drive that will run through Oct. 18. 
Zahar Billoo, an A.S.1. volunteer said that 


ter-reg- 


so far the drive has helped to register more © 


than 300 students. 
“We went into University 100 classes 
and registered students to vote. One time 
we got back 38 forms in 15 minutes,” Billoo 

says. 
ULB will hold an event on Oct. 5 
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By Katie Plourd 
illustration by Marin Runje 


sponsored by Rock the Vote. The event will 
include on- and off-campus political groups 
and live music. The entire drive will con- 
clude with on-campus election-day voting 
sites. 

CSULB isn’t the only place trying to get 


you to exercise your right to vote. Check out 


these organizations that dedicate them- 
selves to getting America’s youth to take 
action. 


Rock the Vote 
(www.rockthevote.org) 

Rock the Vote, founded in1990, was 
formed by members of the recording indus- 
try when freedoms of artistic expression 
came under heavy scrutiny. The group spon- 
sors public service announcements and 


_ music tours focused on gathering volun- 


teers and promoting activism. In 2002, 7UP 
sponsored a 34-city tour that aimed to edu- 
cate and register voters. 


PunkVoter.com 
(www.punkvoter.com) 

Punk rock has always been about so- 
cial upheaval and making change a social 
reality. Bands like The Clash, Sex Pistols 
and Minor Threat used music to criticize 
societal norms. Today, recording industry 
heavyweights like Blink 182, Bad Religion, 


_ Good Charlotte and Green Day are involved 
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Launched by members of the political 
punk band NOFX, the website’s goal is to, 
“Unite the youth and bring real activism 
back into society.” Using music as a cata- 
lyst, the bands associated with 
PunkVoter.com aim to educate and engage 
their audience. Rallying behind political 
movements and exercising voting rights are 
important forms of awareness the website 
strives to instill in young voters. 


Hip-Hop Summit Action Network 
(www.hiphopsummitactionnetwork.org) 
Sean “P. Diddy” Combs, Russell 
Simmons and Jermain Dupri make up part 
of the board of directors for the Hip-Hop 
Summit Action Network. The network urges 
hip-hop devotees to vote and that through 
voting, problems such as poverty and social 
inequality will become political priorities. 

In July, Combs launched Citizen 
Change, a campaign to increase voter 
awareness. One of the Campaign goals is 
to increase voter appeal. Drawing from his 
experiences in the recording and fashion 
industries, Combs developed a fashion- 
friendly line of t-shirts that sports the words 
‘Vote or Die.” 


DeclareY ourself 
(www.declareyourself.com) 

This informative voting organization was 
established last year by TV producer Norman 
Lear. Declare Yourself is a national non- 
profit, non-partisan campaign that encour- 
ages Americans between the ages of 18 to 
29 to find their own reason to vote. Leonardo 
DiCaprio, Christina Aguilera and Kirsten 
Dunsthold memberships. The Declare You 
self website features important informatio! 
about the presidential candidates and the 
party platforms. There are registration and 
absentee forms ready for downloading. 


These youth driven organizations con- 
tinue to win the attention of politiciang 
throughout the country. Young people arg 
moving toward action and accepting greater . 
roles in America’s democratic system. 

“It is important for young people to reg- 
ister to vote,” says CSULB student Carrie 
Cline. “In order to create the type of country 
thatis worth bragging about, fighting for and 
living in.” & 
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By Angela Burke 


q ith the presidential election pending, the past year has 
been prime time for the entertainment industry to use its 


power of celebrity to voice political beliefs and promote 
the importance of voting. One of the entertainment industry's 
biggest political crusades this year is the “Rock the Vote” campaign. 
Everyone from P. Diddy to Ben Affleck have jumped on board as 
spokes people encouraging Americans to register and vote. 
Punk rock pioneers NOFX continue to be a driving force behind 
the growing political activism of young voters. The Band has 
released politically motivated CDs like, “War On Errorism,” launched 
the “Rock Against Bush Tour,” perform anti-Bush antics on Stage, 
coin political slogans like “Not My President’ and, most importantly, 
are responsible for the establishment of PunkVoter.com. 


by punk bands, musicians and record labels to educate, register 
and mobilize progressive voters.” The Website takes punk rock to 
thé next level; information about political issues and facts, opinion 


opportunity to register to vote are just a few of the services 
PunkVoter.com provides. 

This past summer, the “Rock Against Bush Tour,’ visited several 
university campuses and teamed up with the Warped Tour to 
increase voter awareness. A PunkVoter.com tent was set up to allow 
audience members to register to vote and obtain information on the 
important issues in politics today. Registering and educating voters 
is among the top priorities of PunkVoter.com, but NOFX stands firm 
on their anti-Bush postion. DIG briefly sat down with NOFX drummer 
Erik Sandin to discuss PunkVoter.com and politics: 


DIG: Do you think your political messages and goals differ asa 
member of NOFX and as an advocate of PunkVoter.com? 


\ 


ES: No. We are all onthe same page as far as our views go. We 
just have to do something about our situation. 


DIG: What expectations and goals did PunkVoter.com hope to 
meet in this year’s election and do you think they have been met? 


ES: The goal was to make a change, a little awareness. We 
wanted to let the youth of America know that politics actually do affect 
them. and there is something that they can do about the issues. 


PunkVoter.com is described on its website as “A coalition built 


articles by musicians, links to political activist’s websites and the. 


& 


DIG: Personally, what do you think are some of the main issues 
in this year’s election? 


ES: For me, some of the issues are the lies about the war and 
E Did you know that President Bush wants to make gay 
onally illegal? That is the first constitutional 
it that actually takes rights away from American citizens 
in our history! Why does it matter if gay people want to be married? 
Aren't they citizens too?! How does that affect anyone? | don’t get 
it. Another is the abortion id you know that if Bush wins he 
is allowed to appoint another person on the Supreme Court? With 
that person he will have the power to make abortion illegal. Same 
with the draft jauses|, with the war going so badly. Another draft 
is very possible. Oh yeah, and the fact that Bush and his family 
rigged the last election. That's reason enough for me! 


DIG: Having toured on the “Rock Against Bush Tour,” and this 
summer’s Warped Tour do you think NOFX’s political views made 
an impact on young voters? 


ES: Sure it had. If a little awareness has been raised in at least 
one person, that’s success. Remember we do have the power to 
change something in this government. All we have to do is vote! 


While we all might not agree on the political position behind 
PunkVoter.com, we can all agree thatits intentions to get people 
vote are positive. If you're not registered to vote, do it. 
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Album releases: 


Petey Pablo - 8 p.m. 
Key Club 


17 
Paulina Rubio - 


maim. \ 8:30 p.m. 
: | The Universal 


"senescent Te 


The Beach Boys - 
8 p.m. 
The Grove 


24/31 


31 - Halloween 
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Fatboy Slim 
“Palookaville” 

Xzibit 

“Weapons of Mass 
Destruction” 

R.E.M. 

“Around the Sun” 

Senses Fail - 6:30 p.m. | 


. The Troubadour 


12 


Duran Duran 
“Astronaut” 


1 


Jimmy Eat World 
“Futures” 


Le Tigre 
“The Island” 


Jimmy Eat World - 
7:30 p.m. 


. The Glass House 


36 


Beck 
“(TBA)” 
Luna 
“Rendezvous” 
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Switchfoot - 7 p.m. 
The Grove 


The Used - 7 p.m. 
The Wiltern LG 


21 


Ben Folds - 8 p.m. 
‘The Ei Rey Theater 


28 


Interpol - 8 p.m. 
The Wiltern LG 


Interpol - 8 p.m. 
The Wiltern LG 
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8 In theaters: 
“Taxi” 
“Friday Night Lights” 
“| Am David” 


15 In theaters: 
“Stage Beauty’ 
“Shall We Dance” 


Los Lonely Boys 
8 p.m. 
The Wiltern LG 


Taking Back Sunday 


6:30 p.m. 
The Palladium 


Movie releases: 


Jurassic 5 - 8 p.m. 
Bridges Auditorium 


~ 
> 


9 


Norah Jones - 7 p.m. 
Hollywood Bow! 

Berlin - 8 p.m. 

The Coach House 


16 


Fallfest 2004: The Used, 
Taking Back Sunday, 
Fall Out Boy - 1:30 p.m. 
University of Redlands 


R.E.M. - 8 p.m. 


Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheater 


30 


Rilo Kiley - 8 p.m. 
The Mayan 


Angie Stone - 7 p.m. 
HOB Sunset 
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By Scott Boardman 
Illustration by Marin Runje 


fter the local coffee shops have closed for the night 

and the clock strikes midnight, the corner of 4th 

Street and Cherry Avenue in Long Beach experi- 
ences a resurgence of energy. Curious crowds from all 
over line up every week outside the Art Theater to experi- 
ence an epic in cult films, “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.” 
“Start the f-—-king flick. Start the {king flick,” the 
audience Chane out. The crowd belts out in unison, “Let 
there be lips!” The infamous lips appear on the screen as 
the lights dim in the old vaudeville theater where the local 
cast af “The Rocky Horror Picture Show,” known as 
Midnight Insanity, has performed weekly for the past 12 
years. 

Both a play and a movie, the cast follows along with the 
film utilizing minimal yet accurate sets while the 1975 farce 
plays on the screen above. 

“We try to do a very accurate interpretation of the 
movie,” says producer Mark Tomaino who also plays the 
character Eddie (originally played by Meatloaf in the movie 
version). “Anybody can just do something different but it's 
hard to actually emulate what they do and find a way to 
make it entertaining too.” 

Arguably, The Rocky Horror Picture Show is the big- 
gest cult film in the world, enticing crowds from all walks of 
life; with sexual innuendos and shocking behavior to 
characters that inhabit a castle and call themselves 
“Fransylvanians”, what else do you want? 

If you have never seen the movie or a live production, 
the synopsis is simple; two lovers get lost on a dark road. 
Both seek shelter and a phone in a castle where they 
encounter transvestites, Transylvanians and other cre- 
ations. The whole combination produces an over-the-top, 
unforgettable two hour movie. 

Cheryl Fagan plays a Transylvanian. She has been in 
the cast for five and half years and can easily recall her first 
time seeing the movie. 

“Lwas 15, | had a teacher recommend it.” Fagan says 
her teacher thought she was weird enough to be interested 
in the crazy show. “So | gathered a group of friends and 
went.” : 

The common thread among fans is that the movie was 
and stillis the “it movie to see when growing up because 
it pushes the envelope of sexual conduct. 


gine dig magazine 


Act? vader Antes cktatia pine bibbseni etka i aiecee tal liane ts 


Audience participation | 
The cast draws the audience into the performance asking 
them to participate onstage —- which is probably the most 
- shocking part of the show. The “newbies,” who are referred to 
~ as virgins, are donned with huge “V's” on their foreheads and 
are given'a proper welcome before the show starts. - 

The audience is encouraged to dress up and buy the one- 
dollar emergency grab bags before the show. The grab bags 
contain the necessary props for the duration of the perfor- 
mance including tice to throw during the wedding scene, 
confetti, rings and anewspaper to cover up when the rain falls; 
cast members parade up and down the isles spraying the 
audience with water. The audience is encouraged to bring 
props such as lighters, bells and whistles from home 

Another survival guide must for those attending the show 
isto printout a copy of the audience participation lines from the 
Midnight Insanity website. Common words such as “Slut” or 
“Asshole” are uttered every time Janet or Brad appear on 
screen on the stage. 

Tricia Quisenberry plays Janet and has been in the cast for 

_ five and a half years. “We get cast members from the audience 
and we run across people who love it just as much as we do,” 
she says. “The audience is what makes the show.” 

Whether a person is a fan or a cast member, one thing that 
all “diehards” have in common is their dedication to the film. 
Most fans start lining up by 11:30 p.m. on Saturday and do not 
leave the theater until 3, sometimes 4 a.m. 

The cast spends much of their weekend together. Most 
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to - she was looking at all the finest detail.” 

Midnight Insanity was born at the Balboa Theater in Newport Beach, 
Ca., in January 1988. When the theater closed in 1991, the cast moved to 
the Art Theater and have been there since. Through the years Midnight 
Insanity has become a cult following and all are known for their detailed 
costumes and dedication to the film. 

“People come from all over and say our costumes are more accurate,” 
Tomaino says. “Some criticize us for being too anal because they can't do 
what we do.” 
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cast members start to get ready for that nights performance 
around 7 p.m. They leave much later than the audience. The 
following day, the cast reconvenes to rehearse next week’s 
show. Although RHPS is a non-paying gig, Tomaino says that 
the cast has been known to spend thousands of dollars on their 
costumes. 


Themed nights 
One can't consider themselves a true “Rocky Horror” fan 
unless they've gone on the busiest night, which is the last 
Saturday of the month. 

Lingerie is the costume of choice. The audience and cast 
“dress up" in their skimpiest attire. Prizes are awarded to the 
best, or maybe the worst lingerie in both male and female 
categories. Last month the theme was “Schoolgirl Lingerie 
Night.” 

Other themed nights in the past have been “The Homo 
Horror Picture Show,” when all parts are played by men. “Dikey 
Horror Night,” is, yes, you guessed it...all women. 


How Midnight Insanity all began 
_ “Kristine Martin was the person responsible for setting the 
tone for the RHPS,” says Tomaino. “She would literally watch 
the film and ask ‘What color is that sock,’ ‘What color is thatbow 
tie.’ Just that kind of thing that most groups don’t pay attention 
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The cast does not limit themselves to stage work. They get out as often 
as possible and give back to the public that supports them week after week. 
The city of Long Beach has honored them for fundraising and donating 
money to various charities. In 1993 the cast raised $1,000 for AIDS Project 
Los Angeles by hosting the 18th Annual Rocky Horror Picture Show 
Convention. Despite their busy schedule, they have made a TV appear- 
ance on “The Drew Carey Show”. They were the subject of VH1’s “Behind 
the Music,” and have participated in The Doo Dah Parade. 


Last minute reminders 

The show is seven dollars. And if you are under 18, consider yourself 
warned. You probably won’tgetin withouta “guardian” or aletter of consent 
granting permission. 

However Susan Ferguson, 51, who plays Granny Tranny. sees the 
event as a safe zone for kids. “This is one of the few places in whatever part 
of the country you are in that gives kids a chance to try on their different 
personas, to find out what they want to be, nobody judges you. Whatever 
you decide to do here is okay.” 

Get lots of sleep prior to coming to the show. Bring a good attitude, good 
friends and the worst attire. For more information about the RHPS in Long 
Beach log on to www.midnightinsanity.com. There are pictures of past 
performances, show details and the infamous audience-participation script 
available for print. 
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Here at Dig, we strive to deliver the goods. Our mission is clear: to scour the 
world for stimulating new music and fresh ideas. We give you in depth interviews 
and reveal another side of what the entertainment industry has to offer. 


uniqueness that shines through like silver. They've been 

compared to such bands as At The Drive In, Led Zepplin, 
AFI, Strung Out, My Chemical Romance, Finch and Black Sabbath. 
If there was a category for them to slide into, they have tweaked it 
so violently that nothing familiar remains. They have been up, down 
and all over the Southern California venue scene for alittle over two 
and a half years. The Silence, beginning as a local punk-rock band 
with a small fan-base in 2002, climbed their way to the top, holding 
down a national tour in 2004. The bandis a study in hard work. They 
are passionate; more importantly, they love good music — all of 
which are essential ingredients for the creation of a successful rock 
band. 

The Silence members Andrew Silence (bass), Justin Silence 
(drums), Ryan Silence (guitar/vocals), Stephen Silence (guitar/ 
vocals) and Steve Silence (vocals), have converged together from 
different bands all over the Southern California punk, hard-Ocore 
and rock music scenes. The result is a brave new world of eclectic 
music for their very large and very devoted fan base to enjoy. 


T_T: defy the mold of music genres everywhere with a 


By Jeanette Prather 


“These five guys we have now are the final spark. We're all on 
the same page musically,” says lead vocalist Steve Silence. 

Animator by day, vocalist by night, Steve refers to the music as 
a mixture of punk, “but we’re rock ’n’ roll with hard-core screaming 
— but we have a pop sensibility where the kids can all sing along 
and go nuts and then mosh and stage dive ... it’s weird.” Steve’s 
inability to hammer a distinct sound may be proof of The Silence’s 
massive creative spirit and unique music sense. 

“It's actually like a rock opera. Every song starts and then the 
next song is a continuation of what just happened and another 
continuation and another,” Steve says. “It is kind of cool that 
there’s a beginning, two middles and an end.” : 

The flourishing allure that draws fans near them is what sets 
them apart from other bands — the intoxicating chemistry that 
exists between band members which is fraternal in nature — they 
each go by the last name of “Silence.” 

Steve says that he taps inspiration from various sources, but 
never pushes his ideas on the other members. “I write a lot like 
Stephen King; everything’s a story based on a story that comes 

from my life or a movie | saw or a book | read,” Steve says. “There’s 
not one song writer that’s like, ‘Here, this is what | have, play it,’ and 
[the band’s] been really cool with what I’ve come up with because 
my lyrical tune might not be too cool with a lot of other bands.” 

With captivating lyrics, The Silence manages to maintain an 
organic alternative and punk style. Their resonating instruments 
lure people from all walks of life. A creative vibe and charming 
disposition does not hurt either. One California-based fan proved 
she was indeed loyal when she asked the guitarist, Stephen 
Silence, for an interesting favor. 

“At this one show,” Steve begins, “this girl asked our guitarist if 
he would puke on her chest and he did, She loved it — | swear.” 

The Silence is many things: part rock-opera, part punk, part 
hardcore and alittle pop sprinkled around the edges. But does The 
Silence “do” politics? 

“We have one song on our last album. It’s called, ‘A Nation in 
Despair,” Steve says. “It’s about being glued to the TV —or, as I like 
to call it, ‘Idiot Box’ — and how everything comes from TV and 
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movies; you believe everything you see on TV. But | don’t want to 
blatantly shove my ethics down people’s throats because | don'’tlike 
that either. | really don’t care about politics and | don’t trust the 
Democrats, Republicans or the Green Party either ... I’ve just got to 
live my life.” 

Although The Silence does not indulge in heavy political stand- 
points, they do incorporate an array of instruments. They are willing 
to test out other music genres. 

“We're down to experiment with anything,” Steve says. “In the 
new songs, we're experimenting with mandolins, keyboards and 
stuff like that.” 

Steve lists among his influences the cities of Long Beach and 
Orange County. He says bands like Sublime and rappers like 
Warren G and Snoop Dogg did a lot to put these cities on the map 
as far as music is concerned. 

“Long Beach is great for music,” Steve says. “But there’s a bad 
part of Long Beach, like the whole drinking and getting loaded 
before you play. That really sets a lot of bands back.” 

The band’s life for the next few months is pretty crazy. In early 
September, the band hit the road for two months. They come home 
for a week and leave again for another month. 

“l told my band members from day one that we're going to be 
touring a lot,’ Steve says. “We sold out Chain Reaction now four 
times in a row. We've sold out all our other shows. We have to get 
out of this area and see what else we're made of.” 

The Silence is on-tour with He Is Legend and Still Life Projector, 
starting in the West then heading east. They return later this month 
for a show at Chain Reaction in Anaheim, Calif. The “Welcome 
Home/Pre-Hallows Eve” show will feature Wester, Best Interest, 
The Break and The Prisoners Dilemma. It will sell out. 


“Our biggest accomplishment has been opening for our favorite 
bands,” Steve explains. “We're like, ‘wow, Imports, Strung Out, 
Face to Face, Suicide Machines,’ and then a year later were playing 
on the same stage with them. We worked really hard to get there. 
| remember playing in front of like 20 people and no one caring 
about The Silence —| say this up on stage a lot — to go from there 
to two years later walking on stage and seeing thousands of kids 
just totally going crazy ... you get a little teary-eyed. It’s amazing.” 

Steve reports, that on multiple occasions, he’s ended concert 
nights in the hospital. “At least four times I’ve had to go to the 
emergency ward after a show because I'll jump in the pit, usually at 
the last song and just knock everything over. My guitarist will go, 
‘Steve, man, you're bleeding bad,’ and I'll go, ‘OK guys, who wants 
to drive me?” 

Atarecent show Steve was twirling the microphone around and 
broke his nose. “| have a tendency to swing my mic all around,” 
Steve says. “I swung it once and it just bashed me in the face. | had 
no clue | broke [my nose] but it was bleeding ... blood everywhere. 
It was the second song and | played eight more songs.” 

Broken noses, random trips to the hospital, endless touring, 
vomit-obsessed women, cut-throat competition and lyrics to die for, 
are all just part of the whirlwind life of The Silence. It’s not all fun and 
games though. 

“I's been a lot of hard work -- lot of member changes — but we 
never gave up,” Steve says. || 


Visit www.thesilencemusic.com for more information. 


REViEWS: Can you Dig it? 


Band: Afterthought 


By Sheena Apilado 


With current songs in rotation consisting 
of bands that look and sound almost identical 
to one another, music lovers may get frus- 
trated over the lack of authenticity out there. 
While it may take quite a bit of searching, 
there are still bands that produce good music, 
such as Afterthought. The local unsigned band has been making a 
name for itself around Long Beach, Calif., and Los Angeles with songs 
like “10" Street’ and “Native American Giver.” Their rock/indie/alterna- 
tive sound and lyrics shed light on today’s issues. 

Like most struggling artists, band members Ryan Daly (vocals and 
guitar), Richard Tampa (guitar), Paul White(bass) and Nick Dibiasi 
(drums), have to balance work and school. Tampa is currently a 
student here at Cal State Long Beach. They are the first to admit there 
are some stressful moments. 

“We all have very busy schedules and sometimes it’s hard to 
find the time to get rehearsals in and pulling money together to rent a 
lockout,” Tampa says. “In general it’s always hard for four individuals 
to compromise on one goal and make a whole that’s larger than the 
sum of its parts.” Still, when it comes to music, the guys who idolize 
Radiohead and Sonic Youth, know what they want. 

“Our goal as a band is to create music that we enjoy and have fun” 
Tampa explains. “We want to be able to travel, to meet people and play 
music for as many people as possible.” 


CD : Compilation - “Rock Against Bush Vol. 2” 


By Cassaundra Utt 


It’s the combination of familiar sounds from 

groups such as Green Day, Yellowcard, No 
* Doubt and Bad Religion mixed with politically 
liberal lyrics. “Rock Against Bush, Vol. 2” is the 
second compilation album released by Fat Wreck 
Chords in efforts to support and raise awareness 
for PunkVoter — a coalition of punk bands, 
labels, and fans opposing the actions of the current Bush adminis- 
tration that was started by Fat Mike of NOFX. 

Whether it is soft, soothing acoustics of No Use For A Name’s, 
“Fields of Agony” or the fast paced “Doomsday Breach” from Only 
Crime, every track on this CD maintains the same theme: there is 
something wrong with the actions of our government and some- 
thing needs to be done about it. 

The CD sleeve is filled with a letter from Justin Sane of Anti-Flag, 
encouraging people to vote and become involved with political 
causes. “You don’t have to become a political junkie or stop doing 
the things you enjoy. Just go out of your way once in a while to find 
out whatis going on, ideally from a non-mainstream media source,” 
Sane writes. “Once armed with knowledge, you need to discuss 
Current issues with people and you need to get involved.” 

The bonus DVD — filled with comedy pieces, music videos, and 
political shorts are used as yet another way to criticize the actions 
taken by our government. While the views expressed may be 
offensive to some, liberals and anyone who doesn’t agree with 
Bush, won’t be disappointed. 


CD: Jill Scott - “Beautifully Human: Words and Sounds Vol. 2” 


By Christine L. Bryant 


Two words come to mind when answering the 
question to the title of Jill Scott’s first album, “Who 
is Jill Scott?” The answer is “Beautifully Human: 
Words and Sounds Vol.2,” the title of her sopho- 
more album. 

Humans go through transitions of maturity 
in life, which Jill Scott has done most beauti- 
fully in this long awaited project. 

“Beautifully Human: Words and Sounds Vol. 2” helps us remem- 
ber what real music is and what it sounds like. Real music, you ask? 
You know - actual instruments: pianos, horns, percussions, strings, 
meaningful lyrics and content. Scott rebirths this element, which is 
missing in today’s hip-hop and R&B music. She excites listeners with 
jazz, funk, R&B, neo-soul and old school melodic vibes that intertwine 
head-bobbing beats. 

“Family Reunion,” is a personal favorite. The song will put 
you back on grandma’s porch on a summer’s day, surrounded 
by family, while you and your cousins gossip about those 
embarrassing relatives you try to keep secret. 

In other tracks, when talking about sex, she lyrically brings 
back the beauty God intended love-making to be ... the unity 
between a man and a woman. 

“Beautifully Human: Words and Sounds Vol.2” is a must- 
have that is truly uplifting — full of life, joy, love and spiritually. 


Movie: “What the #$*! Do We Know’ 


By Nick Towle 


Whatis an idea? Whatis a thought? What’s right 
and what’s wrong? What the f@#k do we know? In 
this world of rapid change — change in pop culture, 
_ technology and ideologies — do you ever catch 
—, yourself sitting back at times and asking what it all 

means? Why are we? How are we? How were we? 

These are all fundamental questions that the 

movie “What the #$*! Do We Know?’ tells us are necessary forces 

to grapple with in achieving a wise and ultimately healthy world (if 
we choose to live in such a place). 

Through the unique marriage of quantum physics and spirituality, 
filmmakers William Arntz, Betsy Chasse and Mark Vicente take us on 
a big-banging, nuero-galactic, warped tour of the mind, arguing and 
explaining that the Rosetta Stone to life lies no farther than within the 
realms of thought and perception — deeper understanding is the goal 
here. 

This mental milkshake crosses film genres blending scientific 
documentary with one woman’s dramatic life journey. There are enough 
brain-scorching visuals and animation to classify this beast as a 
“special- effects” movie. 

Fourteen wacky physicists, physicians, theologians — andletusnot 
forget Ramtha, the spirit guide — narrate and educate as the audience 
trips out to an extremely complex version of “Thoughts For Dummies.” 

Never condescending, this film pushes the individual to question 
what may lies deeper and beyond. It belongs in “The Matrix” category 
of “How deep do you wish to go down the rabbit hole?” 
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There is a piece of 
chicken on Associated Stu- 
dent Inc. President Mike 
Johnson’s face — and bar- 
becue sauce. He’s ripping 
into his piece of chicken un- 
mercifully. The poultry is in 
pieces. In one scoop of the 
fork, the side of vegetables 
disappears. Acouple of min- 
utes ago Johnson was walk- 
ingthrough the Dining Plaza, 
schmoozing. Then he 
walked past The Nugget, 
shaking hands, listening to 
bookstore horror stories. 
The chicken he ordered from 
Trends, sits motionless 
awaiting its dissection on a plate cradled lovingly in the crook of his 
arm. When he retums to the Associated Students Inc. office, he clears 
a space on a table reserved for important periodicals: the Press- 
Telegram, the L.A. Times and Dig Magazine. With his plate secure, 
Johnson dashes into his office and reappears seconds later. He’s 
struggling to fit an oversized rolling chair through the door. He picks 
it up from the ground, bending at the knees and wrinkling his brow. 
Johnson twists the chair which resembles a sport utility vehicle more 
than anything — a Hummer for sitting. He carries it through the door 
and slides forward to meethis chicken. Nothing Johnson encounters, 
it seems, is met without his tested sensibilities. His actions are 
tempered. He’s an experienced veteran in student government — 
qualities that aid in the efficiency of daily activities like lunch. And 
sometimes it’s better to eat barbecue chicken in a huge comfy chair. 
There’s a smirk on his face like he knows the answer to ajoke nobody 
has told. 

His summer was full — a combination of exercise and relaxation 
and diligence at the office. “I was in the office just about every day,” 
Johnson says. “I have a bit of a hard time getting up early in the 
morning, so I'd roll in about 10 o’clock. That doesn’t mean we didn’t 
work till late. Myself, and some of the other ‘execs’ tend to be night 
people.” 

When summer classes became overwhelming, he split for Ha- 
waii. He doesn’t feel bad about missing most of the Democratic and 
Republican National Conventions. He caught brief moments of 
democratic celebratory cheers between his daily swims in warm, 
tropical, Hawaiian waters. If it wasn’t for Fox News running a political 
play-by-play around midnight, Johnson wouldn’t have been able to 
see the big-name speeches at all. 

“| think McCain gave one of the best speeches. He’s an excellent 
speaker. | fell asleep during Gullianni’s speech,” Johnson says. “And 
the Bush daughters sounded kind of like pigeons. They're like, ‘My 
grandma Barbara thinks that “Sex and the City” is something that old 
people do and never talk about.’ And you could tell Barbara was like, 
‘What are they talking about?” 

When Johnson’s addiction to politics began to eat away at the 
inside of his cranium, he came back and worked on the Steve 
Kuykendal campaign for the 54th district. 

Johnson also took some time to travel to another one of his 
favorite places in the world — Sacramento. “I went to the capital and 
visited with some senators,” he says. “I got a pretty cool tour of the 


Every student has a story. Each month, they get to tell it here. 


By Lee Underwood 


governor's office. Some kid that works there took me anywhere and 
everywhere. | picked up the Conan sword from the movie. It weighs 
like 25 pounds.” 

Johnson’s interest in the present governor of California is more 
like a telepathic connection. There are complex issues involved; 
there is more to the Johnson/Shwarzenegger relationship than 
simply swinging Conan’s sword around the office. “I ate his M&M's 
too,” Johnson admits. 

When he begins to talk about Shwarzenegger though, there’s 
that twinkle in his eye. “It made me proud to watch Governor 
Schwarzeneger’s speech: to see a man where this has been his 
dream,” he says as if it were the only thing worth talking about. 

“He lived through a lot back home, you know, living in fear—which 
is true,” Johnson says. “And how he came to the United States and 
how he is a success story embodies what | think America is.” 

Johnson pauses. He recalls an experience when he volunteered 
at the Los Angeles Marathon. His job was removing the microchips 
from the laces of each runner's shoes. 

“They tie them into their shoelaces,” Johnson says. “At the start 
and the end of the race, the chip marks their exact time. But after 26.2 
miles, well, the lead runners don’tstop to find abathroom. Sometimes 
they get bloody blisters. They get vomit on their shoes.” 

The story doesn’t disgust Johnson. It serves a different purpose. 
He says the experience was motivating. “Being there, watching these 
lead runners cross the line on the verge of collapsing is inspiring,” 
Johnson says. “To see 11-year-old kids cross with 70-year-olds is 
inspiring.” 

Certain elements of Johnson’s life perspectives and work ethics 
were forged by first-hand experiences like this. He spent the first 
months of his college career trailer-bound in an old man’s front yard. 
“| had to dig my own sewer pit,” he explains. 

Some of his greatest and saddest experiences were after his 
trailer days when he lived on Atlantic Boulevard . “I would sit on the 
porch and talk to the neighborhood kids,” he says. “These are the kids 
| want to help. It's sad because it doesn’t matter who the presidentis, 
their situation isn’t going to change.” 

Johnson's office does not reflect his position in student govern- 
ment. He turns to his computer and prints an article from CNN.com. 
Moments later he vanishes, ducking under his desk to retrieve the 
paper from the printer located on the floor by his feet. There is a modest 
bookcase, rock fountains — to center his Chi — and photos of friends. 
There is a framed picture of Amold Shwarzenegger that smiles down 
at Johnson when he works. It is signed by the man himself. 

“I've met Shwarzenegger a good amount of times,” he says. “I’ve 
been to a fair amount of his events, doing some work with the media 
and I’ve spent some one-on-one time with the man. I’ve seen that he 
truly cares.” Had Johnson known of a certain egg and it’s certain 
rendezvous with Shwarzenegger’s massive shoulder, perhaps he 
would have dove in front of the projectile and taken the blow. Butthen 
again, Johnson would say it was good for the future governor to get 
his shirt dirty because politics doesn’t get any cleaner. 

“You talk to some politicians and you can tell when their ‘BS-ing’ you,” 
Johnson says as he gazes through his windows and into the sunshine 
dancing on the A.S.I. patio. [Schwarzenegger], at times, does have to put 
on that fagade. But when you get to sit there in a room, talk to him, ask him 
questions, you can tell from his voice that he cares.” 

Johnson swings around in his sport utility chair and looks toward 
Shwarzenegger's picture. “That's why | have respect for him,” Johnson 


says. 
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